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Dr. Heather Neff, Ph.D.
Major: English Language and Linguistics, French Linguistics, and Comparative Literature. From: Akron, Ohio.
Handles: heatherneffbooks.com (website) and heatherneffbooks (Facebook). Research interests: Everything. Literally.
Mentor: Dr. Sarah Huyvaert, EMU Professor Emerita
Born in Akron, I attended Cass Tech in Detroit. After graduating from Michigan I studied for two years at the Sorbonne
in Paris. I completed master's and doctoral degrees at the University of Zurich in Switzerland, where I worked as a
language teacher for Shell Oil and Swiss Air, and as a translator and dialog coach for Condor Films. I taught at the
University of the Virgin Islands in the Caribbean before coming to EMU. I speak fluent French and German and I'm
vegetarian. I've written nine books! I love international travel, museums, jazz and my incredible daughter, Aviva, a
doctoral candidate at The Ohio State University.
Dr. Kimberly Brown, Ph.D.
Major: Education Studies with a concentration in Urban Education. From: Ypsilanti, Michigan
Research interest: Post-secondary access, retention and degree completion in first-generation and low-income African
American students. Mentor: Dr. Sarah Huyvaert, EMU Professor Emerita
I am an Upward Bound alumna from Ypsilanti High School and attended Eastern Michigan University, where I earned a
Bachelor’s degree in Finance, an M.A. in College Counseling, and a doctorate in Urban Education. I worked at
Washtenaw Community College in Financial Services, and have been with the EMU McNair since 2008. I serve as a
supervisor of child/parent visits, prepare taxes, and I love to travel! I have three wonderful children: Andrew, Amarie and
Kyra, who recently earned her Bachelor's in Social Work from EMU.

Alexa (Alex) Druckmiller
Major: Linguistics. From: Saline, Michigan
I love editing and singing. If I’m not marking errors in the things I read, I’m singing along to soundtracks of movies or
musicals. I studied, German, Spanish, and Japanese, but none of them stuck well (despite me being in Linguistics). I’ve
enjoyed being a graduate assistant in the McNair program because I have been able to use my editing skills to help the
scholars’ work become the best it can be. I am interested in pursuing a doctoral degree that’ll help push me into an
editing position either in academia or book editing, though Reader’s Digest isn’t out of the question.
Cassidy (Cass) Creech
Major: Linguistics. From: Brooklyn, Michigan. Research Interests: Sociolinguistics; Language and Politics. Mentor:
Eric Acton
The grandson of a WWII refugee, I was exposed to the vastness of the human capacity for language. The stories my
grandma told me gave me an equally powerful appreciation for our species' capacity to subdivide into infinite groups,
along with the dangers that come with such a tendency. These early conversations put me on the path I am now, studying
the ways in which language reinforces boundaries or tears them down. After completing my master's in linguistics, I
hope to use the experience to tackle important social and political issues from the perspective of a linguist.
Matheus (Tangeni) Shikomba
Major: Computer Science. From: Windhoek, Namibia. Handle: @tangeni.shikomba. Research Interests: Artificial
Intelligence and Data Mining as a means to solve problems. Mentor: Professor William Sverdlik
I go by my second name Tangeni. I am trilingual (Afrikaans, Oshiwambo, English), and I love Tech. I was born and
raised in Namibia (Southern Africa), traveled to South Africa (Johannesburg) and the UK (London), and lived in
Namibia before moving to Michigan (USA). Completed a Software Engineering Internship with Lex Technologies
(Namibia) and a Data Science Internship at Duo Security (Michigan). I would like to obtain a Ph.D Computer Science
and an MBA in Business Management. My career goals are in the lines of Tech and Business.
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Makila Biles
Major: Communications. Minor: Public Relations. From: Detroit, Michigan. Handles: @karinhxv and
@shopkarindesigns
Born in Detroit, Michigan, I'm currently a second-year scholar at Eastern Michigan University and a Cass Tech graduate.
I enjoy outdoor activities, listening to music, and learning about the world around me. I'm currently an ambassador for the
SisterHOOD program, a first-year program for students of color at EMU. During my junior year at Cass, I participated in
a study abroad trip to Italy studying Renaissance culture. I hope to gain more travel experience while learning more about
myself and the world we live in, as well as giving that knowledge back to my community.
Ta’Aha Biles
Major: Undecided. From: Detroit, Michigan. Handle: @charming.t__
I graduated from Cass Technical High School. I’m interested in YouTube, mental and physical health, and binge-watching
TV shows and movies. I took French in high school and started teaching myself Spanish. I’ve traveled to Washington,
D.C., and Canada. I wanted to become an artist of some sort, but I soon realized it was something I didn’t want to do
forever. Right now I am unsure of what I want to do long term educationally and career wise, but I know I want to work
with children. I am considering going into the special education field for learning disabilities.
Ashawntinique Brown
Major: Social work. From: Grand Rapids, Michigan. Research Interest: Identifying barriers that Black youth face
socially and economically that creates barriers for them to pursue higher education.
I am a member of the Eastern Michigan Gospel Choir and the chair of the fundraising committee. For work, I’m a peer
academic coach for incoming college students in the Holman Success Center. After I obtain my bachelor’s in social work,
I would like to go to graduate school to obtain my master’s. With my degrees, I want to work as a high school social
worker helping students identify their career paths and facing social and economic barriers. A goal of mine is to create
community mentor programs for youth of color to help them fight statistics and breakthrough obstacles.
Erica Burks
Major: Healthcare administration. From: Detroit, Michigan. Handles: Erica Burks and Ericab8614
I love facials and self-care. I like to drive without a destination. I can spend all day in nature watching the water and the
trees. I plan on traveling to Amsterdam one day. I am a fully-licensed and nationally-certified pharmacy technician and
have been for almost 17 years. I work full-time as a healthcare analyst in a Customer Service Quality department and
part-time as a pharmacy technician. I love pharmacy, but I have no desire to pursue it as a career. My goal is to be a
Healthcare Executive either for a health insurance plan or with the government.
Brandon Carreathers
Major: Psychology and Communication. From: Inkster, Michigan. Research Interests: Higher education, equal
education,
quality
education
for
all,
historically underserved communities. Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Schulz
I come from a low-socioeconomic area where a college education seems far fetched for anyone. I will be joining a Higher
Education master’s program where I will research historically underserved communities. I plan to help students who
come from a similar background and make sure they have equal opportunities to complete their educational goals. It
would be a waste if I did not help guide these students in the right direction. I had a great support system at home,
however, not everyone has that. I want to be that support system for someone and help them in their educational journey.
Armando Chacon
Major: Psychology. Minor: Biology and Chemistry. From: Canton, Michigan. Research Interests: Trauma, how it can
develop, and aspects of life it affects and how. Mentors: Dr. Jamie Lawler and Dr. Angela Staples
I am a senior attending EMU who has lived in the U.S. and Mexico and speak both English and Spanish. I am interested
in areas of trauma and how it develops and areas of life it affects. I plan on studying psychology for my undergraduate
degree and either pursue a graduate degree in clinical psychology or public health. I want to be in a position that allows
me to contribute the most to public wellbeing and health, either by counselling or performing research.
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Kylar Chandler
Major: Political Science and Communication. Mentor: Dr. Nick Romerhausen. Published in EMU McNair Scholars
Research Journal, Volume 13 (2020). Paper Title: Where We Go 1 We Go All: A Public Discourse Analysis of QAnon.
Kylar will attend the Master’s of Public Administration at Eastern Michigan University!
Jada Childs
Major: Psychology. From: St. Louis, MI. Mentor: Dr. Heather Janisse. Published in EMU McNair Scholars Research
Journal, Volume 13 (2020). Paper Title: Effect of Stress on the Health of African American Women in Low-Income
Neighborhoods

Jemone Cochran
Major: Mechanical Engineering. Minor: Computer Science. From: Ferndale, Michigan
I’m interested in anime and manga. I’ve been a fan of it my whole life. I only speak English, but I’m interested in
learning Japanese. I have a vague understanding of it, and it’s grabbed my attention so much already. I went to Alaska a
few years back with a Math and Science Camp. It was amazing as I’d never imagine myself in Alaska, on an all-expenses
paid trip nonetheless. I plan on becoming a Robotics Engineer, and to do that I’ll graduate with my BS in Mechanical
Engineering and then get my master’s degree in either Robotics or Mechatronics.
Anthony DeLisle
Major: Music Education Instrumental. From: Brighton, Michigan. Research Interest: Music Composition
I am from Brighton, Michigan, and I lived there until my sophomore year of college when I moved to Ypsilanti. I love to
travel with my partner. One of my favorite places we have traveled is Niagara Falls. In addition to traveling, I love
animals and have a beautiful black cat named Benny. I plan on continuing my education past my Undergrad to pursue a
master’s in Music Composition. I’d love to conduct one of my own works of music in front of a collegiate ensemble.
David Delisle
Major: Psychology. Minor: Electrical and Computer Engineering. From: Brighton, Michigan. Handle: David Delisle.
Research Interest: Autonomous Vehicle Development. Faculty Mentors: Dr. Qin Hu and Dr. Su-Chen Lin
Video games, online reading, cooking, and tinkering with technology are a few of my favorite interests. Dedicating
myself to academic achievement, I am striving to make something of myself and produce research to better the world. In
addition to my technical studies, I enjoy learning about culture, history, humanities, and numerous trade skills. My long
term goals are to achieve a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering. Further, I aim to work with a renown university or
automotive manufacturer to create the next generation of electric and autonomous vehicles.
Desiree Drake
Major: Social Work. From: Inkster, Michigan. Handle: @Drizzerae. Research Interest: School to prison pipeline
disparities against people of color. Mentor: Dr. Celeste Hawkins
My interests include painting, reading, taking nature walks, and discovering new places/going on "adventures". Just
completed my internship for Starfish Family Services as a Wraparound Facilitator! Through this experience I was able to
put my knowledge to good use and get a feel for what it means to be a behavioral therapist. My career goals are oriented
around completing my MSW and hopefully being able to pursue my PhD. I desire to open a mentoring program for
inner-city and urban youth that will be able to provide them multiple educational and extracurricular opportunities.
Avery Dumas, IV
Major: Mechanical Engineering. From: Saline, MI. Mentor: Dr. MacArthur Stewart. Published in EMU McNair
Scholars Research Journal, Volume 13 (2020). Paper Title: An Experimental Investigation of the Material Behavior of
FDM PCTG Sockets

EMU
McNair
Challenger
EMU
McNair
Challenger
Kenneth Ferrel, Jr.
Major: Environmental Science. From: Ypsilanti, Michigan. Research Interest: Predicting how streams/rivers will erode
through banks and where could they be expected in the future.
I am a very outdoorsy person, and I love to fish, hunt, wade through rivers and explore wooded and vegetated areas. I am
very interested in traveling, but that isn't a very feasible thing to do at this point in my life. I have interned at a civil
engineering company for two summers in Livonia, MI called OHM Advisors. There I worked with the land survey
department and Environmental Water Resource Group (EWRG).
John Michael Garcez
Major: Social Work. From: Kalamazoo, Michigan. Research Interest: Mental health disparities. Mentor: Dr. Charles
Graham
I was born and raised in Kalamazoo. I’m currently studying social work with a focus on mental health. I look forward to
getting an MSW and possibly a doctorate after I get my BSW. I aim to one day open my own mental health practice in
Michigan. My hobbies include cartooning, playing Dungeons & Dragons, and video games. I love going to art galleries as
well as going white water rafting. I have been to several U.S. states, including California, Florida, and West Virginia. I
have also visited Texas several times, as I have family residing there.
Ariel Gordon
Major: Computer Science and info assurance compliance. From: Southfield, Michigan. Research Interests:
Cybersecurity, cloud computing, robotics. Mentors: Dr. Jamie Lawler and Dr. Angela Staples
My interests - cloud computing, computer networking systems, robotics. Future traveler. Graduate school - Georgia Tech
or University of Cambridge. Career goal - don’t know yet.
Jessica Guobis
Major: Neuroscience. From: Belleville, Michigan.
I am a senior here at EMU with an intent to pursue a PhD in Clinical Psychology. I love learning about people as well as
different cultures around the world. My favorite place I've ever been lucky enough to travel to is Malta. They have the
most beautiful old architecture and the kindest people you'll ever meet, and the food is amazing!! I've also had the
pleasure of traveling solo around northern Argentina, which was an incredible journey for me. I can't wait to be able to
travel again!
Karin Hartmaier
Major: International Business with Marketing. From: Canton, Michigan. Handle: @karinhxv and @shopkarindesigns
I was born in Germany to a Mexican mother and German father. I moved to the USA when I was 2 and spent most of my
childhood here until 5th grade when I moved to Frankfurt. My sophomore year, I moved back to the USA and graduated
top of my class from Plymouth High School. Here at EMU, I’m a member of Tri Sigma, American Marketing
Association, Latinx Student Association, and I’m a representative on the Honors College Advisory Council. I’m
passionate about social justice issues, traveling, and international films. I can speak German, Spanish, and a bit of French!

Shannon Hawkins, Jr.
Major: Social work. From: Muskegon, MI. Research Interest: Adolescent development. Mentor: Dr. Celeste Hawkins.
Published in EMU McNair Scholars Research Journal, Volume 13 (2020). Paper Title: A Review of Late
Twentieth-Century Findings on Adolescent Development in Low-Income Single-Parent Households
I am an aspiring social worker who looks to work with adolescents after I finish school. I hope to attain my master’s
degree after I obtain my Bachelor of Social Work this upcoming spring. I am currently in an internship with the Making
Youth Matter Mentoring Program of Ypsilanti Community Schools while also being a Community Programmer for
Housing and Residence Life at EMU. Both roles look for me to support the groups we serve, and it is getting me prepared
to be in the field. I love every second of it and I cannot wait for the next step.
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Myranda Ivey
Major: Psychology. Minor: Sociology. From: Belleville, Michigan. Handle: @go_myranda
I’m currently a sophomore here at Eastern Michigan University. I aspire to become a Clinical Child
Psychologist because I want to help out children and help them reach their full potential. After I graduate with my
Bachelor’s of Science in Psychology, I will attend a graduate school to pursue a Master’s degree and also a PhD. My
interests include playing the piano, crocheting, discovering new music, making different pieces of art, and reading. I want
to travel later on in the future. I plan to sign up for Study Abroad trips. I want to visit places like Paris and Mexico.
Brianna Jones
Major: Social work. From: Ecorse, MI. Mentor: Dr. Celeste Hawkins. Published in EMU McNair Scholars Research
Journal, Volume 12 (2019). Paper Title: The Impact of Mentoring School-Aged Youth Facing Challenges in School

Peter Landor
Major: Ecology.

Kai Le
Major: Urban Planning. From: Holland, Michigan
I am an undergraduate student earning a degree in communication technology and urban planning at Eastern Michigan
University (EMU). Upon graduation from EMU, I am eager to pursue a graduate education in urban planning. This
summer, I was grateful to participate in an amazing virtual internship through the University of Michigan Summer
Research Opportunity Program, where I prepared maps for an environmental design project based in Flint, Michigan. I
am thankful for my education, family, and Disney World.
Liam Pendleton
Major: Biology. From: Ypsilanti, Michigan. Handle: @MailPendleton. Research Interests: Wildlife ecology and
biotelemetry. Mentor: Jamie Cornelius
I am deeply interested in understanding the many facets of how our world works. Outside of the lab and classroom, I
enjoy hiking, trail running, and am getting into wildlife photography. I have been in the Ypsi/Arbor area my entire life,
and am hoping that grad school provides a strong change of venue. My ultimate career goal is a blend of environmental
stewardship/research and outdoor activity.
Gabrielle Reed
Major: Communication. From: Lansing, MI. Mentor: Dr. Nick Romerhausen. Published in EMU McNair Scholars
Research Journal, Volume 13 (2020). Paper Title: #SayHerName: Putting the "I" in Intersectionality in Black Female
Social Movements
Britney Robinson
Major: Accounting. From: Detroit, MI. Mentor: Dr. Howard Bunsis. Paper Title: Critical Analysis of the 2017 Jobs
Act
Katrina Seals
Major: Communication Sciences and Disorders. Minor: Communications. From: Cincinnati, Ohio
I am a first-generation college student who finds joy when assisting those in need. My desire is to help uplift the black
community by providing proper knowledge and care while also being a spokesman for individuals whose voices are not
heard. I enjoy traveling, nature, and cooking. One goal I have in life would be traveling to Africa and riding an elephant.
My long-term educational and career goals would be completing a master's degree in communication sciences and
disorders and returning to my hometown and starting a non-profit for the elderly.
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Ashley Soles
Major: Social Work. From: Port Huron, Michigan. Research Interest: Older adults
As a child I spent most of my time with my grandparents, and that’s probably what led me to wanting to work with older
adults. I have an American Bull mix named Nala and a fiance named Tim. My mom is Mexican, so I understand a little
Spanish and could understand my great grandmother. When first attending Eastern Michigan University, I figured I would
just keep my head down and do my best to get my Bachelor’s in Social Work. That is until I met Dr. Neff. She showed me
the endless possibilities that are at my fingertips.
Jacklyn Staffeld
Major: Psychology. Minor: Criminology. From: Grand Rapids, Michigan
I am interested in the criminal justice system. I believe that there is much work to be done in our systems, and I want to
be part of that change. One day, I want to open my own business where previously incarcerated people will have the
opportunity to receive resources such as a place to stay, rehab, mental health services, and a place to work while they
attempt to reintegrate back into society. I also want to travel the world some day, particularly Japan. I think the
architecture is amazing, and I would love to see it someday.
Victoria Strickland
Major: Psychology. Minor: Social Work and Criminology. From: Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Hi, my name is Victoria and I am a sophomore here at EMU. I have not traveled out of the country. I have been to
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Louisiana several times. I would like to travel to other states and out of the country one day. In
my free time, I like to sing, read, cook, and hang out with my friends. I am also a part of the EMU gospel choir. My
educational goal is to go to grad school for forensic psychology. My career goal is to become a crime analyst or victim
advocate.
Jason Talley
Major: Public Health. From: Ann Arbor, Michigan. Handle: Jason O. Talley. Research Interest: HIV/STI, Stigma,
Psychosocial Health, Implementation Science, Global Health. Mentors: Dr. Joan Cowdery and Dr. Jeffrey Schulz
I want to serve with the USAID as a PHN officer. As a PHN officer, I seek to develop new implementation and evaluation
strategies to further the Guyanese national HIV strategic plans, goals, and objectives. I am a first-generation American
and a first-generation graduate student. I am a state certified HIV Test Counselor, President of Eta Sigma Gamma, active
member of GLC-SOPHE, and proud McNair Scholar. Outside of academia I like to spend time in the Keweenaw
Peninsula, cook, travel to warm places, and explore new ways of being.
Rhy’ss Taylor
Major: Communication and Journalism. From: Dayton, Ohio. Mentor: Dr. Yu Li
I have lived in Dayton, Ohio, my whole life. I have yet to travel outside the U.S., but it’s one of my life goals. My
interests include movies and music from different genres and artists. I’m passionate about writing, reading, and learning
new things. As a communication major I find it important to know another language. I'd like to learn sign language. My
educational and career goals are to graduate from school and begin my journey to a Ph.D., find a career in my field, and
become a role model to inspire those who will come after me.
Elizabeth Vargas
Major: Biochemistry. Minor: Chemistry, Biology, and French.
Edgar Vasquez
Major: Psychology. From: Ann Arbor, Michigan.
I grew up in Plymouth, MI, and went to high school at Rudolf Steiner High School in Ann Arbor. Growing up I practiced
Tae Kwon Do and received my second degree blackbelt before moving to Nashville. While I was there I entered Belmont
University's music program. After a semester I realized I didn't want to make music a profession, but I still play (mostly
jazz). I plan on going to graduate school to study Psychology to either focus on research or clinical work. I love hiking,
art, anime, philosophy, and my best friend Rain.
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Adrianna Vega
Major: Environmental Science Major concentration in geoscience

Macy Whitenburg
Major: Psychology. Minors: Human Sexuality and Art. From: Lambertville, Michigan. Research Interests: Art
Therapy, topics on Human Sexuality, and anxiety and depression interventions in psychotherapy and their characteristics,
causes, and comorbidity in socially perceived settings. Mentor: Dr. Brendan Fay
I was born in Seoul, South Korea, but came to live in America when I was adopted by an amazing family here. My family
taught me a lot, like to focus on academia but also to enjoy myself! Although I have many interests, some include
psychology, music, video games, and art. My long-term educational goals include being accepted into my school of
choice and getting more publications and research to my name in topics of psychology. My career goals are to be a
longitudinal type of experimental researcher in psychology as well as becoming a well-educated, understanding, and
empathetic therapist.
Lisbette Zavala
Major: Secondary Education Language, Literature and Writing. Minor: Psychology. From: Brick Township, New
Jersey. Handles: http.lizwiz and @grt.wve
I’m interested in baking, volunteering, meditation, and mindfulness. Academic interests include foreign language,
astronomy, criminology, psychology, social work, and English. I’ve traveled to New Jersey, Washington State, South
Carolina, Virginia, Oregon, Illinois, and New York. I’ve yet to leave the country, but I want to visit Canada, Mexico, the
Netherlands, and more! I’m fluent in Spanish and English. I'd like to be fluent in ASL. Whether I decide to be a teacher,
academic advisor, or school social worker, I strive to be employed at a secondary education school, assisting and guiding
teenagers through the most confusing time of their lives.

